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The Face on Mars 

In 1976 the American space programme sent the Viking 
Mission to the planet Mars with the bold intention of 
searching for life. They sent two orbiting spacecraft to 
map and photograph the planet in detail, and two 
landers to conduct experiments with soil samples. 

The experiments were designed to detect the presence 
of any microorganisms that might be living in the Mar-
tian soil, but NASA scientists and authorities decided 
that the results of the experiments were inconclusive 
and therefore the mission to search for life, a failed one. 

 

6. Viking Lander 2 on Mars: Utopia Planitia, 1976 
 Image credit: NASA/JPL 

Several scientists still contend that the Viking data sup-
ports evidence of microbial activity, even to the extent 
of circadian rhythms being present,6 but officially and 
politically that was the end of the Mars exploration ad-
venture, until 1991 when the Americans sent the Mars 
Observer spacecraft to image the planet in much higher 
detail than the Viking cameras had been capable of. 
However, communication terminated with the craft just 
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before it entered orbit and that mission was declared 
lost. 

In between these missions, however, something very 
interesting had happened back on the Earth. In the 
summer of 1976 Toby Owen, a member of the imaging 
team looking for a safe landing site for the approaching 
Viking Lander 2, and while examining recent photos of 
the Martian surface, came across one frame in particu-
lar, 35A72, which looked remarkably like a human face. 
It was found in a northern Martian desert called Cydonia 
Mensae. 

Later it was shown to the world’s press and presented 
by Project Scientist Gerry Soffen, as a “Trick of light and 
shadow”.7 He went on to say that when a picture of it 
was taken a few hours later it all went away. In actual 
fact, there was no picture taken a few hours later, as this 
whole area was in darkness - it was night. The scientist 
had seen no picture and had simply made a presump-
tion. 

 

SM1. The Face on Mars: original image (2.5 km) – Viking 
Region: Cydonia Mensae, 1976; found by Toby Owen  

Image credit: NASA/JPL; digital enhancement: Dr Mark J Carlotto 



Chapter 1: Obfuscation 
 
 

49 
 

However the journalists knowing no better dutifully ac-
cepted what he said, and for three years it was com-
pletely forgotten about. That was until 1982, when two 
imaging engineers, Vincent DiPietro, and Greg Mole-
naar, began studying the image of “The Face” wonder-
ing if there might be more to it than just a random geo-
logical formation that resembled humanoid facial fea-
tures. 

They decided that the existence of a second image 
would provide some basis for analysis, so DiPietro and 
Molenaar began a search for and eventually found one 
that had been misfiled. Taken at a different lighting an-
gle it enabled them to begin a scientific evaluation so as 
to verify if it was indeed just a trick of light and shadow 
as NASA had claimed. Their research, however, began to 
reveal that there was far more to this object than could 
easily be dismissed as an illusion of nature. 

 

SM2. The Face on Mars: second image – Viking Orbiter 
Region: Cydonia Mensae, 1976; found by V DiPietro/G Molenaar  
Image credit: NASA/JPL; digital enhancement: Dr Mark J Carlotto 

Over a mile long, the striking symmetry of the object 
with an apparent left and right side, together with what 
appear to be facial characteristics depicting eye sockets, 
nose, mouth area and all in the correct proportional and 
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positional relationships, gave serious thought to ponder 
that this object may well be the product of intelligent 
design: that some ancient Martian race had actually cre-
ated it. 

At this point, you might wonder why NASA themselves 
had not considered it worthwhile to make a study of 
this image. Remember that NASA was then and still is 
the world’s leading space agency, studying other plan-
ets in our solar system on behalf of humanity. Their in-
tegrity and curiosity must be presumed to be intense to 
deserve this mantle and yet on the single most impor-
tant potential discovery in our solar system - possible 
evidence of an intelligent, extraterrestrial presence - 
they appeared to be not the slightest bit interested. 

And this was very strange indeed, especially given the 
unimaginable breakthroughs possible if indeed alien 
artefacts were to be found on another planet in our so-
lar system. What could be learned from such a fantastic 
discovery? What potential benefits could enhance hu-
man knowledge? And on a purely rudimentary level, 
what would the discovery of an ancient alien monu-
ment do for NASA’s space exploration budget? 

Well, DiPietro and Molenaar went on to find other ob-
jects in the Cydonia area with unusual characteristics, in 
particular, a five-sided mountain that came to be known 
as the “D&M Pyramid” named after its discoverers. 

Erol Torun, a cartographer and systems analyst with the 
Defense Mapping Agency, having a degree in geogra-
phy with a speciality in geomorphology, also conducted 
a detailed analysis of this object and developed a hypo-
thetical model of its original shape. He concluded that 
no known geological process could account for the un-
usual shape and also found that the object is mathe-
matically unique.8 
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SM3. The D&M Pyramid (3 km) - Viking Orbiter 
Region: Cydonia Mensae, 1976; found by V DiPietro/G Molenaar 
Image credit: NASA/JPL; digital enhancement: Dr Mark J Carlotto 

These observations confirmed that in addition to The 
Face we now had a second anomalous formation that 
was suggestive of intentional design and which, per-
haps significantly too, lay only a few kilometres south-
west of the other formation. DiPietro and Molenaar, 
along with Dr John Brandenburg, later published a 
booklet detailing this research entitled Unusual Mars 
Surface Features,9 but NASA once again, at least publicly, 
took no notice of it. 

Former NASA consultant Richard C Hoagland had also 
become intrigued with the Cydonian anomalies and the 
research of DiPietro and Molenaar and began his own 
investigation which continues to this day. His early re-
search culminated in his book The Monuments of Mars 
published in 1987 along with public presentations to 
both NASA in 1990 and the United Nations in 1992.10 
The scientific research into Cydonia had now become 
“The Artificial Origin at Cydonia” hypothesis, AOC for 
short. 
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Hoagland analysed photos of the whole area in which 
The Face on Mars and the D&M Pyramid were located 
and in addition found what seemed to him to be a ‘city’ 
of polyhedral objects, including an intriguing trapezoi-
dal formation he later named “The Fort”. 

He also did measurements between the objects and 
found mathematical relationships that to him began to 
suggest an intelligent layout. These were developed 
further by physicist Dr Horace Crater who found within 
the complex a high degree of geometric or-
der, statistical analyses revealing it to be many millions 
to one against a random chance occurrence in geol-
ogy.11 

 

SM4. The “City” with triangle-shaped “Fort” (15 km) 
Region: Cydonia Mensae, 1976; found by Richard C Hoagland 

 Image credit: NASA/JPL; digital enhancement: Dr Mark J Carlotto 

Dr Mark Carlotto, an imaging specialist at the Analytical 
Sciences Corporation, aided researchers by producing 
state-of-the-art digital image processing of the Viking 
photos, creating three-dimensional renditions of the 
Face and the other objects at Cydonia. He also submit-
ted a paper to the planetary science journal Icarus de-
tailing his work on producing synthetic views of the 
Face as if viewed from different perspectives and under 
different lighting conditions, but his manuscript was  
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- End of Sample – 
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